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Dear Friends and Covenant Partners of Union Community Church,

There is a ton of information out there about WHAT the Good News of the Gospel
is. The Bible has a whole lot to say about it. But in his book, “Why the Gospel?
Living the Good News of King Jesus with Purpose,” Matthew Bates poses an inter-
esting question. He doesn’t ask, “What is the Gospel?” but “Why the Gospel?”’
Why did God do the whole Jesus thing? Why do you believe Jesus came to earth,
died, and rose again? Seriously think about

it. How would you answer that question?

Why?

As a professor at a Christian college, when
Bates would pose this question, the answer
he would most often hear is that Jesus came
to bring forgiveness of our sins. Scripture
affirms that this is part of the answer. But
with that answer, Bates thinks that a follow
up question needs to be asked. The question, “Why do we need to be forgiven?” To
this there are a whole lot of possible answers: so we can go to heaven, get a new
heart, be justified before God, become righteous or holy, receive new life, escape
from hell, or even get to be with Jesus.

In “Why the Gospel?” Bates argues that while forgiveness of sins is PART of why
God sent Jesus, it is only a secondary (but very important) part. He argues that the
primary reason for the Gospel is that you and I need a king. Simply put, we are
pretty horrible rulers of our own lives. In Genesis chapter 1, we read how human-
kind was created in God’s image to rule over creation on the behalf of God. God
shared his glory with humanity so that humanity might bring God more glory.
While God is intrinsically glorious no matter what we do, our worship and witness
on behalf of God allows the whole earth to acknowledge and celebrate that glory.
There is a reason why the Westminster Shorter Catechism begins by saying that
“Man’s chief end is to glorify God and to enjoy him forever.” Unfortunately sin
entered the picture and ruined God’s glorious original plan.

Bates writes that the answer to the “why” of the Gospel is right in front of us. Just
take the “name” Jesus Christ. Christ is not part of Jesus’ name. It is a title. Jesus is
referred to as Christ about 225 times in the New Testament. The word, “Christ,”
means anointed one. In the Old Testament, there were 3 groups of leaders in the
Jewish faith who would be anointed by oil to serve God in a special way: prophets,
priests, and kings. Today we claim that Jesus is the Chief Prophet (other prophets
gave us words from God, Jesus is the Word of God), that Jesus is our High Priest
(he sacrificed himself to save us from sin), and that Jesus is our Eternal King (who
conquered death and governs/ preserves us from the right hand of God the Father)
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Continued from front page

When we say that the “why” of the Gospel is just forgiveness of sins, we are only talking about 1/3 of Jesus’
role (Jesus as High Priest) and we make the Gospel all about us (man’s chief end is NOT to thank God then glo-
rify ourselves forever). What if instead the primary purpose of the Gospel is for us to swear allegiance to Jesus
as our king (forgiveness through the cross is a gift for those allegiant to Christ)? One great example of this is
seen in the story of the thief on the cross next to Jesus. In Luke 24, we read that Jesus told the thief, “Today you
will be with me in paradise.” What did the thief say to get himself a place in heaven? Did he say, “Jesus [ am
putting my faith and trust in you?” Did he say, “Jesus, please teach me the sinner’s prayer so I can be with you
in paradise?” No, the thief said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into YOUR KINGDOM.” The thief rec-
ognized Jesus as the Christ, the Anointed One, and claimed allegiance to Jesus as his King.

When we understand the “why” of the Gospel, it can also help us also better understand the “what” of the Good
News. Jesus is the Christ, our Chief Prophet/Word of God, High Priest, and Eternal King. He came to bring sal-
vation to all his people. Through his incarnation the Word of God physically came to earth. Through his death he
became the ultimate sacrifice for our sins. Through his resurrection he conquered death. In his enthronement he
governs over all creation and preserves us from the right hand of God the Father. Eventually he will return, and
the entire world will be transformed to be as it should. If we swear allegiance to the Anointed One and become
his disciple, we will become part of Jesus’ forgiven set-apart people (adopted into his family). And our mission
under King Jesus will be to do the work humanity was originally created to do: to share God’s glory with
humanity so that all of creation may day glorify God.

”Why” the Gospel? To allow us a means to give allegiance to Jesus, the Anointed One. So that we might follow
God as humanity was originally intended and glorify him for all eternity.

Sincerely in Christ,
Pastor James

WORSHIP FOR JANUARY

The book of Daniel is a book of the Bible packed full of all sorts of amazing stuff. There are some well-loved
stores (like Daniel in the lion’s den and Shadrack, Meshack, and Abendigo in the fiery furnace). There are also a
bunch of challenging prophetic words from Daniel. But did you know the Daniel also serves as a wonderful pri-
mer for how one can grow in their prayer life? Join us this January as we explore what Daniel can teach us about
prayer.
Sermon Series: Praying like Daniel
January 11- Daniel 2: 1-18, “Praying like Daniel... Prayer Involves Others”
-Celebration of Lord’s Supper
January 18- Daniel 2:17-24, “Praying like Daniel... Prayer Reveals Our
Hearts”
-Martin Luther King Weekend
January 25-Daniel 6, 10-18, “Praying like Daniel... Prayer Is More than a
Habit”
February 1- Daniel 9: 1-19, “Praying like Daniel... Prayer Demonstrates
Our Faith”
-Celebration of Lord’s Supper
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CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

There will be a congregational meeting on Sunday, January 11th for the purpose electing new church officers
immediately following worship. The Nominating Committee will be presenting the following slate of nominees
for the congregation to consider:

Elders Class of 2028 2026 Nominating Committee
Lelie Harris Logan Bajek
Gary McGinnis Jordan Jones
Pam Moton Rita Jumper
Elder Class of 2026 (1 year) Billy Wilson
Junior Thompson Ann Ratchford (alternate)
Trustee Class of 2028
Glenn Sparrow

Thanks to everyone on the Nominating committee for their hard work. Please keep all of those listed here who
have volunteered to serve the church in an important and unique ways in your prayers. And keep in prayer all of
those who continue to serve here at Union in all sorts of ways!!

THANK YOUS!!
Dear Union Church,

My family and I would like to take this opportunity to express our deepest thanks for the kindness you have
shown us this Christmas season. The card and gift meant so much to us and we continue to appreciate the love
so many of you express to us every month and the prayers that get sent our way.

Sincerely in Christ,
Pastor James

Union Family,

Please accept my heartfelt thanks for your generosity this holiday season. I can’t tell
you how much I appreciate you all!

Thank you again,
Tammy

Dear Union Family,

Thank you so much for your generosity and kindness during the holiday season. I love working with the team
here at Union and feel so blessed to have this job! Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Love,
Jennifer Nelson

Union Church,

Thank you for the gift. I am blessed to have this talent to share and glad I’m able to share it with you all here. I
hope to continue to use my talent to spread the love of Jesus Christ.

Thanks you,
Jieeun

Thank you so much for your generosity and kindness each year. It is hard to believe but I am finishing up my
15th year as the custodian at Union. What a privilege it has been to keep the Lord’s House clean. Thank you for
allowing me to provide a supplemental income to help support my family. Also thank you for the Christmas
gift/love offering. May God bless you all and direct us all in glorifying Him everyday.

Sincerely,

Jason Morrison
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PASTOR VACTION AND STUDY LEAVE

During the month of January, Pastor James will be on vacation December 25-27, and December 29-January 5. If
you have an emergency pastoral need please contact one of our Session Elders: Carol Beasley, Claire Cabral, Tim

Grigg, Allison Jones, Janice Meek, Jason Morrison, Eric Nelson, George Ratchford, Glenn Sparrow, Frank Suggs, or
Lyn Wollenberg.

MEN OF THE CHURCH PLANNING MEETING

The Men of the Church will be meeting January 21, at 6PM. No dinner but dessert will be provided! This is the
Men’s planning meeting for the year. So come with some good ideas of what you would like the men to do this year!

Glenn Sparrow has just stepped up to take over as Men of the Church chair this month. Thanks, Glenn, for hearing
God’s call! Let us keep him in our prayers!!

[
— UNION ENSEMBLE PRACTICES
% The Union Ensemble will practice right after worship this month on January 11 and 25. This is a wonder-

ENSEMBLE ful time to join the Ensemble. We will be starting new music for the Winter Season.

5 CENT A MEAL- BLESSING BOX

On the first Sunday January, we have a special offering at Union to support various local mis-
sions. Our 5 Cent a Meal Offering this month will benefit our own Blessing Box (a food box
for those in need next to Forestview Highschool). The Blessing Box is well used by the commu-
nity. It is filled daily by covenant partners here at Union (and periodically other members of the =
community add to it). It is emptied by those in need nearly daily. The box contains both “snack 4 -
type” food for hungry students at Forestview and canned food for individuals to bring home. If

you are interested in volunteering with the Blessing Box (buying food or refilling the box), &/ essin®
please contact Frank Suggs.

X
Q

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Session wishes to welcome Harold and Jane Boozer as new members of Union Church. Because Jane and Harold
live in South Charlotte they felt like it wasn’t the right time to become full Covenant Partners, but they and Session
are excited to have them part of the church family. We look forward to seeing them as often as they can get out here!

Uﬂ@ﬂ@ W HAPPY YEARS

Happy Years will meet on Wednesday, January 21st at 12 PM in the Fellowship Hall! Our
menu will be soups, cornbread muffins, and desserts. Everyone is invited to attend!
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OUT & ABOUT!

Check out the Christmas Trees from 2 of our local ministry partners at
Daniel Stowe Garden this Christmas!

Least of These Carolinas is a ministry that supports children and
youth in Foster Care and Crisis Assistance Ministry is a food ministry
for those in the county in need. You can find out more about these
ministries online:

Least of These Carolinas— https://lotcarolinas.com
Crisis Assistance Ministry— https://crisisassistancegastonia.org

BOOK CHICKS

Join us monthly during our Book Chicks book club meetings for some food, fun, and fellowship! For more infor-
mation or to find out what book we are reading, please reach out to Kim Morrison. Our next meeting is Monday,
January 19th, at 6:30 PM.

SOUL SISTERS SMALL GROUP

The Soul Sisters Small Group will meet on Monday, January Sth at 7 PM. Come and enjoy a fun evening of Bible
study, refreshments, and fellowship. If you don’t already attend, we would love to have you join us.

GOLDEN GIRLS CIRCLE
We will meet on Monday, January 5th at 11 AM in the Fellowship Hall. We welcome all women to attend.

BINGO

Our next event is January 15 at 3 PM. This monthly outreach touches the lives of
many at Terrace Ridge Assisted Living. We always need people able to help those in
the residence who have limitations with their eyesight, hearing loss, or fine motor is-
sues! Consider joining the ministry this year!

IN

THE LORD’S SUPPER

We will celebrate the Lord’s Supper on Sunday, January 11th during our regular worship service! Hope to see you
there!

CHRISTMAS PLAY

Special thank you to our youth and children for
thier hard work in putting on the Christmas Na-
tivity play! It was a wonderful way to help cele-
brate the birth of our Jesus Christ! In case you
missed the play, here is a picture of our very own
nativity at Union!
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CFC & SESSION TEAMWORK UPDATE

The Cultivating Flourishing Church Team and Session has been
hard at work- on Union’s first 90-day goals. These goals includ-
ed (a) Begin communicating where we hope the church can be
headed for the next 3 years, (b) Make inroads into the communi-
ty for future outreach, (c) Start some discipleship pilot projects
to help discern how we might move forward with discipleship
small groups in the future, (d) Come up with a variety of disci-
pleship practices for the Congregation to try and explore how
our session and committee structure may need to adapt to help
reach our new goals.

During our Stewardship drive in October and November the
Flourishing Team began talking about the our new CFC goals
and Session approved the goals. This December, Flourishing
team members have met with a number of groups in the church
to talk a little bit more about where we are headed.

The CFC Team has also begun reaching out to see how we can
better partner with the groups immediately around the church.
Frank Suggs has reached out to Bess Elementary, At Forestview,
KimberlyMorrison and Maddie Jones are reaching out to the
Chorus, James and Vicky Holeman to the Swim Team, Kimberly
Morrison to Young Life, and Leslie Harris is looking into other
Christian organizations on campus. Sally McGinnis has begun
talks with the Homeschool that meets weekly at Union. Jordan
Jones and Kennedy Morrison have spoken to the Library.

Further work has been done-

-A visitor team is being put together to welcome new
people when they visit Union.

-2 Pilot Discipleship projects have been started (one with
the women of the church and the other with the youth).

-A list of Spiritual Practices for Union to try has been
started. We are even ready to introduce our first Disci-
pleship Challenge this January!

-A Flourishing Update Board has been put up across
from the new painting in our main hallway to help ex-
plain what our current flourishing steps are and what our
next flourishing steps will be.

-An Activity with Snowflakes has been put together to
help us all begin reflecting on how we mentor or share
our faith with others.

Session has also been hard at work. They have begun exploring
how our committees are structured and how that structure might
change a little to accommodate our new Flourishing goals.

Please keep in prayer for all this exciting work
going on at Union!!

UNION’S FOUR FLOURISHING OBJEé

Discipleship: Nourishing the Church for Tom
OBJECTIVE 1: Provide a variety of spiritual
wet trying. Help Covenant Partners develop a
annual spiritual rhythms.
OBJECTIVE 2: Implement a Discipleship pa
ly involved in Union’s discipleship program:
pants are trying a “new” faith practice with ac

Outreach: Branching Out into the Communit;
OBJECTIVE 3: Engage strategically with far
library, and new neighborhoods within 1 mile

Mentorship: Honoring the Faithfulness of the
OBJECTIVE 4: Create a mentoring expectati
partner is expected and excited to be a mento:
with others. This mentoring should be specifi
visitors/ new covenant partners.

JANUARY DISCIPLESHIP CHALLENGj

As a part of our Cultivating Flourishing Congregatio:
ting together some spiritual practices for the congreg
our daily, weekly, seasonal, and annual spiritual rhytl

THE PRACTICE: The first practice is called breath g
to be prayed in rhythm with your breathing. They’re
stay aware of God’s presence throughout the day.

You pray a breath pray by: ]
-Inhale slowly — pray the first phrase
-Exhale slowly — pray the second phrase

We invite you to try some Breath Prayers this Januar
prayers to help keep focused, as a way to focus your
places where you don’t consider God’s leading very -
the next 2 pagea for the details on how you can join t
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TIVES (for the next 3 years)

OITOW
practices for the congregation to get their feet
nd expand their daily, weekly, seasonal, and

thway where 50 Covenant Partners are regular-
meeting in a “small group” (3-6), where partici-
countability.

/
nilies at Bess, Forestview, the Homeschool,
> of the church.

Past and Passing it Forward

on in the congregation where every covenant

r sharing their skills/faith/ discipleship practices
cally targeted to our children & youth and new

_ultivating
-lourishing
_ongregations

0
n project the Flourishing team has begun put-

ation to help us all develop, deepen and expand
1ms.

yrayers. Breath prayers are short, simple prayers
often used to calm the mind, focus the heart and

Here’s an example:
-Inhale — Lord Jesus Christ
-Exhale — have mercy on me

y! You can include them as part of your regular
attention on how God might be directing you in
much, or to pray more throughout the day. See
he January challenge!

FLOURSHING UPDATE BOARD

Across from the new painting in the main hallway, a new Flourishing
Update Board has been erected. This board will help us all keep updat-
ed on how we as a church are moving toward our new goals. Under
each heading, Discipleship, Outreach, and Mentorship- you can read
what people at Union are working on NOW and what they will be
working on NEXT. If you see something you are interested in helping
lead or be a part of- there is a name of who you can contact to get
involved! Below you will see what is currently on the board!

Discipleship

NOW: 2 Discipleship Pilot Projects started to explore adding
discipleship elements to small groups in the church. (Contact:
Women’s Evening Small Group- Tammy Biddix and Lisa Law-
son or Youth Group- Jordan Jones, Maddie Jones, Kennedy
Morrison.

NEXT: January Discipleship Challenge for the Congregation-
Breath Prayers (Contact Frank Suggs/ Tammy Biddix/ Lisa
Lawson)

Outreach

NOW: Initial contacts being made with Bess Elementary
(Frank Suggs), Forestview Highschool (Kimberly Morrison,
Maddie Jones, Vicky Holeman, and Leslie Harris), Homeshool
(Sally McGinnis), and Library (Jordan Jones and Kennedy
Morrison) to begin partnering with families there.

NEXT: Witness and Service will be exploring building a
stronger global partnership with a ministry in a part of the
world where Christianity is the minority faith (contact Frank
Suggs).

Mentorship

NOW: Development of Visitor Team to reach out to church
First Time Visitors. Contact Martha Simmons for more infor-
mation.

NEXT: Share Your Faith Snowflakes January and February.
For more information contact Tammy Biddix or Sally McGin-
nis.

Keep your eyes on the board as Union
continues to move forward!

FAITH SHARING SNOWFLAKES

When we hear the phrase “Sharing our Faith,” many of us might first
think about evangelism (sharing what you believe about

Christ with someone who does not know Christ). But m\\ ,
any time we share something God has taught us with ;—\\* ] ﬂf’
someone else, we are “sharing our faith.” Isn’t that e, <\

what MENTORING is? Sharing what God has taught ,:;ﬂ 1“?\&?
us with someone else? This January and February it T AR "
will be our job to redecorate the Christmas tree in the R
Gathering Area with Snowflakes! Simply write on a snowflake how
you have shared your faith or mentored someone else and then put it
on the tree. More details on this are on the next 2 pages!
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JANUARY DISCIPLESHIP CHALLENGE:

BREATH PRAYER

THE CHALLENGE:

Try the Breath Prayer out at least once a day (1) right before
you pray, (2) a time in the day when you are not normally
very focused on seeking God’s direction, or (3) as a way

to pray more often during the day (see more below under
When & Why). Then write about which way you are trying
the prayer and how it is going in the comment section of
this challenge on our webpage.
(www.union-communitychurch.com/discipleshipchallenge)

Help encourage others in this practice y S \-/S
THE PRACTICE:

Breath prayers are short, simple prayers to be prayed in
rhythm with your breathing. They’re often used to calm
the mind, focus the heart and stay aware of God’s presence throughout the day.

You pray a breath pray by: Inhaling slowly while praying the first phrase/ then exhaling slowly while
praying the second phrase. Continue the prayer as you breath for a minute or two.

A couple of examples of breath prayers using simple phrases, or Scripture are:
-Inhale — Lord Jesus Christ [or] -Inhale — The Lord is my Shepherd
-Exhale — have mercy on me -Exhale — | lack nothing

You can create your own by choosing:
-A name, or truth of God for the inhale
-A need, or response for the exhale

WHEN & WHY:

There are really 3 reasons why you might put the Breath Prayer into practice.
(1) Use the Breath Prayer right before your regular prayers in order to focus on God and help
stop all the distractions in your mind. Then pray like you normally would. If you find yourself
distracted in the middle of your actual prayer, return to the Breath Prayer to refocus.
[Colossians 3: 1-4; Hebrews 12: 1-2]
(2) Use the Breath Prayer during a time of the day you are super busy, easily distracted, or
“going thru the motions.” Refocus your attention on God and what he might be wanting for
you to do in this time or place. [Matthew 6:33-34; Psalm 123]
(3) Use the Breath Prayer to better put in practice praying without ceasing. One of the great
things about the Breath Prayer is how you can do it while you are doing other things or for a
few moments between tasks. You can even schedule the Breath Prayer on an alarm and do it
repeatedly throughout the day! [1 Chronicles 16:11; 1 Thessalonians 5: 16-18]

OTHER BREATH PRAYERS:
(1) Speak Lord. | am listening. [Based on 1 Samuel 3: 9]
(2) Lord you are the Potter. | am the clay. [Based on Isaiah 64: 8]
(3) Lord, shine your face on me. Lord, give me peace. [Based on Numbers 6: 25-28]
(4) Abba, | belong to You.
(5) Lord, here | am. Use me today.



UNION NEWS January 2026 PAGE 9

FAIITH S[H}@@Um@ ¥
'\ﬁ SNOWEIPAKES

This January and February it is our job to redecorate the
Christmas tree with Snowflakes! On this stand is a bunch of
blank snowflakes. We invite you to think about specific ways

you’ve “shared your faith” or “mentored” others recently.

-Maybe you prayed with a stranger.

-Maybe you taught a Sunday School Class that was
especially important/meaningful to you.

-Maybe you reached out with Christian love to a family
member that you haven’t talked to for a while.

-Maybe you came alongside a child/youth or even
another adult and shared with them a skill God had you
learn.

-Maybe you shared with someone a way you have been
trying to grow closer to God recently.

-There are lots of ways we can mentor others!

WHAT TO DO:

(1) Please write your name on the snowflake.
(2) Then write the way you shared your faith
(8) Then hang that snowflake on the tree!

s );.,
SUE,

Feel free to do more than one!! We hope that the ways you
are sharing your faith can encourage others to do the same!




PAGE 10 2026 UNION NEWS

You make known to me the path of life;
you will fill me with joy in your presence,
with eternal pleasures at your right hand.

Psalm 16:11

PRAYERS NEAR AND FAR

Prayers for ECO Churches in the Presbytery of North Carolina

(1) Second Presbyterian Church in Kannapolis. Please pray for the worship of this church and for
the pastor, Sue Black.

(2) Snow Hill Presbyterian Church in Snow Hill. Please pray for the worship of this church
(Sundays at 9:30AM) and for the pastor, Scott Hardy.

(3) Triangle Grace Church in Durham. Pray for the missionary work of Rich and Lisa Lamb from
this church headed this month to India. Triangle Grace is also starting a new 7-week Discipleship
Class this January on covenant. Please pray for it’s success!

(4) Walnut Grove Church in Newland. Please keep in prayer the church’s weekly home Bible Study
Small Groups and Pastor’s Bob Ivin’s work at the Avery Mitchel Correctional Facility.

Prayers for the World

The Presbyterian Church of Egypt (aka, The Synod of the Nile) is in the midst of an
incredible time of revitalization and church planting. 85 existing churches are
expanding programs and another 33 church plants are being developed. For several
years now, ECO has been working with Synod of the Nile leaders to create
sister-church partnerships for encouragement, prayer and mutual learning.

On November 11-18 a new group of ECO leaders from North and South Carolina
traveled to Egypt to meet with their sister church partners. Sue and Bob Black from
2nd Pres Kannapolis, journeyed for the first time to meet their church partner! All
four of the Egyptian churches invited their ECO partner pastors to preach in worship
and they in turn shared their passionate visions for the future. Please pray for the
continued success of these partnerships.
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